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SUBJECT:BELGIAN REACTION TO 1976-77 EC PRICE AGREEMENT 

1. MAJOR BELGIAN FARM ORGANIZATIONS REACTED NEGATIVELY TO 1976-77 
AGRICULTURAL PRICES. THEY CLAIM NEW PRICES ARE CLOSE TO ORIGINAL 
COMMISSION PROPOSAL WHICH A NUMBER OE GROUPS INCLUDING THE MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE.THE BELGIAN SENATE AGRICULTURE COMMISSION.THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, VARIOUS POLITICAL PARTIES AND COPA ALL 
CRITICZED AS BEING TOO LOW. PRIOR TO LAST COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE 
MINISTERS MEETING, MINISTER OE AGRICULTURE LAVENS PUBLICLY 
STATED BELGIAN CABINET HAD AUTHORIZED HIM 
TO ACCEPT A GENERAL INCREASE RANGING BETWEEN 9-9.5 PERCENT. 

IN ADDITION.SEVERAL ORGANIZATIONS EEEL THAT NEWPRICES DO NOT 
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WELL AS SALARIES IN THE NON- AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. 

2. ALTHOUGH GENERAL REACTION NEGATIVE,COMMENTS SEEM TEMPERED 
BY FACT THAT MONETARY COMPENSATORY ADJUSTMENT WILL ONLY REDUCE 
PRICE TO BELGIAN FARMERS BY 0.6 PERCENT INSTEAD OF BY 2.0 
PERCENT AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY COMMISSION THIS ALSO MAY 
ACCOUNT FOR GENERAL SUPPORT OF NEW PRICES GIVEN BY MOA OFFICIAL 
DURING DISCUSSION WITH EMB. OFF. 

FIRESTONE 
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